
 

LAWRENCE WESTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING GROUP 

THURSDAY 29th MARCH 2018 7-9pm 

LAWRENCE WESTON YOUTH CENTRE, BS11 0RX 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and introductions - Chair 

Attending: Ann Hawker (AH-resident), John Jefferies (JJ-resident), Iain Stevens (IS-resident), 
Sue Stevens (SS-resident), Jackie Crouch (JC-resident), Mike Crouch (MC-resident), Roger 
Sabido (RS-resident), Bridget Booker (BB-resident), Mark Pepper (MP-ALW), Laura Moreno 
(LM-ALW), Becky Cockle (BC-ALW trainee community development worker), Andrew 
Robertson (AR-resident), Ellie Shipman (ES-BCC), Paul Goldsworthy (PG-resident), John Muse 
(JM-resident), Colin Chapman (CC-BCC) 

Apologies: Councillor Jo Sergeant, Councillor Don Alexander 

2. Minutes of last meeting – All 

The group agreed the minutes of last meeting as true and accurate account. 

3. Matters arising 

Correction to the previous minutes: the designation of the planning group as a 
neighbourhood planning forum is still active until the 30th April.  

4. National research project UWE - ES 

The National research project is a healthy urban project that will create visual pros and cons 
of the area to encourage people to take action around the area and it can also be used for 
other projects and purposes.  

The idea is to create a map of the area with what was and what it could be. It is a participant 
led process where people can contribute with their ideas.  

The project is likely to begin in summer and they will be talking to First Bus to do journeys 
across the city.  

The project will try to engage with residents by doing something really visual and be out at 
times when people are outside.  

5. Local Plan review consultation – Colin Chapman 

The Local Plan review consultation will run till the 13th April 2018 and all the decisions on 



planning need to be in accordance with local plans. The reasons for the review are: 

- Core strategy commitment to interim review 

- Joint spatial plan 

- Keep up to date with changes in the National Planning Policy 

- The plan needs to support Bristol City Council corporate strategy.  

STEP 1: Consultation going on until April 2018. 

STEP 2: Submit it to the Secretary of State.  

STEP 3: Examination hearing. 

STEP 3: Adopted by the four councils  (not only the mayor). 

There are two consultation phases: 

 Current consultation February – April 2018 

- Proposed development strategy 

- Proposals for new and updated policies 

 October – December 2018 

- Draft plan going into more detail 

- Site allocation proposals 

- Proposed policy designations 

The local plan aims to support the Lawrence Weston plan. Industrial areas will continue to 
see redevelopment and there are intentions to allocate areas for new developments. There 
are also proposals for improving flood defences in Avonmouth area.  

The current local plan supports the wind turbine project but there are issues with some 
government policies. Bristol City Council will ensure that the new local plan continues to 
support wind turbines. There is also a supporting policy in the local plan to ensure 
developers enable superfast connections.  

With the intentions of creating more employment in Avonmouth area there is a need to 
improve public transport. CC mentioned that there will be a new local transport plan for the 
area linked to this plan where the impacts of new developments will be looked at. 

According to health and wellbeing, the developments will ensure that air quality is 
addressed, new protection for open space and ensure takeaways are not too close to 
schools. The developments will also be energy efficient to benefit the environment and 
make them affordable for people.  

RS mentioned that it was identified a need for community activity space in Lawrence Weston 
to build resident’s confidence so that they can access employment. He also mentioned that 
there is a need for a master plan for re-developing Ridingleaze area and he enquired about 
allocation for other forms of renewable energy and commercial buildings. CC said that the 
local plan will try to address this and together with the NDP it will be supported. He also said 



that elements that make up passive house is supported in the plan.  

JC was concerned that the new houses in Lawrence Weston will cause an impact in local 
schools and surgeries. CC said that the Local Authority will plan ahead as a part of this 
process. JC was also concerned about smell in Lawrence Weston. CC said that improvements 
in air quality can tackle this issue but this might need to be dealt by other body.  

CC said that, although capacity within the Local Authority is an issue, they will try to deal 
with applications as soon as possible as development increases.  

6. Curo’s consultations feedback – MP/All 

The group agreed that there was not enough time to arrange time to participate in the 
consultations. RS was concerned that the proposal does not include many elements of 
passive house neither raising the skills in the local workforce.  

Curo seems to be acting towards the issue of improving the road in Corbet Close.  

7. Ridingleaze Planning application – MP 

MP sent a letter of support for Ridingleaze planning application on behalf of the group and 
encourage them to make a master plan. The application has been refused partly as a result 
of the application not conforming to our own NDP. 

 Area 1 – Community Infrastructure levy - MP 

The Local Authority made a decision to widen the scope of the area reach for Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to share resources within different areas of Bristol more equally. 
Lawrence Weston has been clustered with Area 1 to share CIL money with other areas in 
Bristol. Due to the NDP, Lawrence Weston will receive 25% rather than 15% of local CIL 
money and it will be up to the local councillors how this money will be spent. The planning 
group to ensure that the CIL money received within the NDP stays in Lawrence Weston and 
residents suggest, encourage and influence how to spend it.  

8. AOB 

 ACTION: MP to speak to the community shop to raise the issue about rubbish at the 
back.  

 ACTION: MP to try and find out how many Lawrence Weston’s employees Lidl has.  

 

NEXT PLANNING GROUP MEETING THURSDAY 26th April 7pm. 

 


